
Report on the 236th Birth Anniversary Celebration of Pandit 

Lokratna Pant “Gumani” 

Venue: Village Uparada, Gangolihat, District-Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand 

Date: 10 March 2026. 

The 236th birth anniversary of Pandit Lokratna Pant “Gumani” was celebrated on March 10, 

2026, at village Uparada with great enthusiasm and reverence. The program was organized 

under the joint auspices of the Hindi Department and History Department of Government 

Postgraduate College, Berinag; Government College, Ganai Gangoli; Government College, 

Gangolihat; Gumani Holi Utthan Samiti, Uparada; and Pahad evam Himalaya Gram Vikas 

Samiti. The program aimed to commemorate the remarkable literary contributions of Gumani 

and to promote awareness about the region’s rich cultural and literary heritage among 

students and the local community. 

The highlight of the program was a keynote lecture delivered by Professor Uma Bhatt, 

Retired Head of the Hindi Department, Kumaun University, Nainital, on the topic “The 

Literary Contribution of Gumani: A Discussion.” In her scholarly and insightful address, she 

elaborated on the life, personality, and literary works of Gumani, describing him as one of the 

most distinguished poets of Sanskrit literature. She emphasized that Gumani’s writings reflect 

deep philosophical thought, cultural values, and a strong connection with the socio-cultural 

fabric of the Kumaon region. She further highlighted his significant contribution to folk 

literature and suggested the establishment of a dedicated museum or archival center to 

preserve his manuscripts and works, so that future generations can easily access and 

appreciate them. 

Prof. Siddheshwar Singh, Principal of Government College, Ganai Gangoli, appreciated 

Gumani’s works as socially relevant and beneficial for society. He underlined the moral and 

cultural messages embedded in his poetry and recited one of his compositions, which was 

well received by the audience. Prof. G.C. Pant of Maldhanchaur College spoke about the 

renowned Kumaoni poem “Kahe Gumani” and provided insights into its literary importance, 

while also sharing other notable compositions of Gumani with the students. Dr. Shivani 

Karnatak, Assistant Professor at Government PG College, Berinag, also contributed to the 

program by reciting selected poems of Gumani, enriching the literary ambiance of the event. 

The program witnessed active participation from students of Government PG College, 

Berinag and Government College, Gangolihat, who enthusiastically recited Gumani’s poems 

and showcased their appreciation for his literary legacy. Their participation added vibrancy 

and reflected the continuing relevance of Gumani’s works among the younger generation. 

In his presidential address, Principal Prof. B.M. Pandey highlighted the importance of 

organizing such events for the preservation and promotion of folk culture and regional 

literature. He stated that Gumani’s contributions are invaluable and must be disseminated 

widely to strengthen cultural identity and awareness. He also emphasized the need for 

continued academic and cultural initiatives in the future. 

The program was efficiently conducted by Dr. Leeladhar Mishra, who ensured the smooth 

flow of events, while the formal vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. J.N. Pant, expressing 

gratitude to all dignitaries, participants, and attendees for their valuable presence and support. 

The event concluded on a successful note with the gracious presence of faculty members, 

staff, students, and residents of Uparada village, making it a meaningful, informative, and 

memorable celebration dedicated to honoring the legacy of Pandit Lokratna Pant “Gumani.” 
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